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ERNESTO LECUONA 


LECUONA (1896-1963) was born in Guanabacoa, Cuba, just across the bay 
oung child he showed exceptional pianistic ability; he made his per- 


гу. Eventually, _ his primary emphasis, but not before һе had estab- 
lished-himself as а talente сопсей stages around Ше world. Similarities to one of 
his American contemporaries ‘earned him. the ckname “the Cuban Gershwin." 


compositions include fifty-three works for theater, twelve film scores, thirty-five orches- 
works, and 176 pieces for piano. As a gifted pianist, it was only natural that he should 
‘write a great deal for his instrument. The captivating melodies and engaging rhythms of such 
pieces as “Malagueña,” “La comparsa," and "Andalucía" have made them perennial 
favorites in concerts and on recordings, but such mass appeal might obscure the depth and 
übstance of works such as "Ante el Escorial" and "San Francisco el grande." 


406 songs, many originated in his scores for stage and screen, such 85 “Мапа- 
зше, or musical play, of the same title) and "Mi Vida" (from the film 


sstral Spanish ("Granada") to the African ("Danzas afro-cubanas") 
ierican (“Tres miniaturas”). As a performer—both as a pianist and 
"ved as a cultural ambassador, figuratively and literally, for in 1943 

y: tural attache at the Cuban Embassy i in the United States. In 


n celebration of the 100th anniversary of the composer’s birth, 
usic is being recorded by pianist Thomas Тігіпо and released іп 
the BIS label. It is a monument to the scope of Lecuona's talent and a 
stature а-а composer. 
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